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Dear Frontlist Readers,

Kudos to the solidarity you have shown us and the
unconditional love you've provided us throughout our
journey. Today, Frontlist Media is shimmering like a star in
the Indian Publishing Industry. And all credit goes to each
one of you.

Every month, we try to think of something new to pique your
interest in literary pursuits. We celebrate 'Hindi Diwas' in
September on the 14th of the month. At Frontlist, we are
using this opportunity to flaunt that even if we are moving
towards western culture, our hearts remain Indian, in which
Hindi has a special place. We don't care whether it's
labeled as the national language or not; it will always be an
essential part of our identity and culture. To commemorate
the relevance of the Hindi language, we've featured various
Hindi publishers who discussed pivotal aspects of the Hindi
publishing world this month. We have chosen to stay away
from the national language debate and let the political
leader do political discussion. We care about literature!

We also exclusively feature the India Book Market Report
2022 by Nielsen BookScan Data and the Federation of
Indian Publishers and a special interview with the key
leaders behind it. This report will bring key insights into the
current and future of the Indian publishing and books
industry. The Report will be launched in September.

On the occasion of Hindi Diwas, we are announcing a
unique event for the first time—PragatiE Vichaar Hindi
Diwas 2022, which will also be integrated with the Virtual
Delhi Book Fair 2022 from 13th to 17th September. Gear up
to experience insightful conversations with Hindi authors to
inculcate the love of Hindi as a language.

The last but significant thing to be highlighted is that the
PVLF Author Excellence Awards 2023 are still open for
nominations in various categories. The nominations are
closing soon, and we've already crossed our last year's
entries and are hoping to take a giant leap in 2023. Hurry
up, authors, don't let this opportunity slip away from your
hands.

Thank you so much for standing with us throughout our
fantastic journey. We need your unwavering support for
smooth sailing, as, without readers, Frontlistis soulless.
Keep reading the Frontlist Space :)

Write to me : navita@frontlist.in

Navita Berry
Business Head
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Media Coverage:
e Soft Launch : Bringing India to

Author's
Interviews:
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Exclusive Coverage:

India Book Market Report 2022-

Nielsen Bookscan Data & FIP

Indians (and the World) :

New series of lllustrated books
by Shiv Kunal Verma

at Pondicherry Literature Festival

Book Launch: “Seven Immortals”
Immortality : Boon or Curse by
Shalini Modi, organised by
Oxford Bookstores

Book Launch: 'Pioneers of
Modern India' - Eight-titte monograph
series, organised by Niyogi Books

Book Release : ‘The Guru - Guru
Nanak’s Saakhis’, by Author Rajni
Sekhri Sibal, organised by Story Mirror

PubliCon 2022 and Publishing
Awards, organised by the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce

& Industry (FICCI)

QXD AlBIAYT: "GN BT AT

ST 3rcldT axrafl, aroft gabre

TSI & 754 a9 A

sl BT HRITN Bl TP ST
¥ NG B DIFEI—gl A

e Rajesh Talwar

e Amish Tandon

o Atul K Thakur

e Priya Hajela

e Mynoo Maryel

o yifie ARG el

o oA Rig fe=T

Frontlist Special:

e Spotlight Session - Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav : 75 Years of
Book Publishing in India

Book Launch: "MY SILK ROAD:

The Adventures and Struggles of a
British Asian Refugee" by

Ram Gidoomal, organised by
CottonConnect

Publishing Talks & Tales :
Dreamland New Release for kids
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Ayer 99 A o= 9ty & de@ar 29 @
fore Fv oR @ < d@®l B DA TP HA UaH

fopar 87

AU O | pblishing.com T q Uh —hTHd
gice 9911 © O Y ogdl Bl Sl gRddi Bl
YHTRIT BRAM & oI GRaael BT W—IMSX <1 BIal © |
393 foIU 7 a1 S 31fdfe Tehem &= Bl ® 3R 7 &
I B B SRAG B BT I BIAT © | HIS I BT YT
I T BT BT TBIRIT B BT EIAT R |

Hud 99 A < &R iU Sh geaal @ di=
IISHI ® ATIR H FAT Ja IgHa fuar 2?2 Jar fidh
@ 919 <) uread! @) F@T oM & fag s Sl @
gReHIoT 39T Hhd B 7

=Y & uTSdI BT AT IUSH B UISDHI | BB
P T Hold: gD ([Z<) BT ABH[Ar R 97a gl
2| R geadl @ IR YRAdIerdl &1 BEE 99T B
IROTERIG TAT WGURT HRe dTell J&Id! (motivational
books, sefl help books) @1 #iT 31fdre & | Far Grgr #
HAAT UG HeT=aT fole™ &I SIIeT Uil & SeT o 31fdd
21 A R ATSA BT FHI o AT B | A B

g9 T
yeeq e, Aud U9

S g ATt Fue 39T Wo fatfics @1 AT SRRaex €| 9
Wzﬁaﬁaﬁaﬁ‘aﬁﬁm%laNltSurathkalﬁ

SofiffaReT w= e & gaq G.K. Publishing (P) Ltd @t
STINGCR I X8 gal © |

|rered Entrepreneur g @ a0 9 e & &5 H 9wl 9 <!
foraTe THTRIT SR TUT AT AT AT 2 |

god AU qeEd & Thell d W, o <) g
UHIIE Bl IRAIGR BT & | I8 2l usreral &1
DY YATIfad HRAT 82

BT ThHHT YR ® SNV I gieTainel 9T Ue- § g2l Pl
IS BT 3R B WIAIRd HRd & | gRum ey fRw) #
TRIRIT QR HH [ € | R gt &T ue # o4
S M @ HRUT YHIRID 41 Y oRgdi ol Jaa Hie Tal
PHRAT AR B |

U®h YBIe$ 81 & -, oI A+ fa=d)
JEHl BT AP Yo fHar al aud A
BfSATSAT BT AT ST TST? T ITIHT 7Tl 2
& a1 arel auf A fF= gHTRA ST ba—hel?

9 BAY §99 UBIR BT YR 6T o7 gART a8l
IeR o7 6 59 o) 3 reel GRIa UahIRIT & | BT,
fSifeT, fmon, faveaeg |+ @1 59 & | <1 | ure i
B ATHAT FA & foIg R B GRIDT BT 3MhyD BT
A IS oA | UHRME & I8 I© 9o 4 98
A& o7 | 1100 T fiie 3 +ff e & urar o W= &
ATed el Brel iR ol B | 84 3=l # Pl gaiad

YISl & 419 3T &1 o 98 & [olg YIdh] Bl B,
YD, I TAT TTET T BT |

It Rt o=l & <=1 8 foraad forw TReR drikd
=

IFfrdier Ard—dr 96T o3d @ fb S

TeRTIIT el & |

TART X7 faear & T o= aret auf 3 g9R) TRER 31 73
A & HROT =T YBIeH ST TP -8 S ATsdl Bl
GUIT 3R UTSh! ) Hee Y 9l |

T AMIPHT raT & fb =) yadere s+




2022 ¥ 3ifered &= A U W grel uRadsl &1
T A GEH Bia?

NE 2022 ¥ 3Iféreh &= # Rl UdbTerep! &1 Agcayo
ARTET X2 | ATGTST H wrerfies Rem <7 @ Jrorr |
fe=l @1 TR—INR " | fa= uobrEe el SR
JMMPYD J&ID BIUBR Jedl adb Ygal T | YIS ol

Ueh R 3ITHE 3 oI ol I SHY 3T a1 &1 gri |

&) 97T & ok, HfaAt o1 Rretr, AT 8k I
SIfA § 98 g7 ANTET BT 2 | B YU W97 P YReieb|

BT ATHIOY IATY TeT THRY T 2T |

fe<fl wifecy Swal 49 = gwal sk
I dEdl d fauvE a1 R A¥F Ylyarors
91 &A1 2 | 39 UR TS 9T XA ©7°

fe=) Wiy STT Teb U1 He & TR ol 371
gt & yHres (launch) a=a € miftsat gl €
U 9T BRA BT IGP] T IJIER Ferdr 2 | e
TGP IT USH H B WG dTel VA ST D S A
TTeeT BRd B |

TSN wifewa 3 e &1 girm 9w+
AT B UBTS f&ar 2 | &9 o &l =) foae
ged @ fay R & & fov aivra Afsar o
SYANT Y HY Ghd 8 2

IS & Af¥ad ATHT B9 & HIRYT S UISHT DI
T Afh B | i wU W A B B BRT SH
QD RIS B gAar WY Afdd g | fagen # ArT A
fpare T # 1w wfer Bl § | T-T W AT fharg &F
T B |

ST U 31 HaIU el b 3= ATIRAT H YT U=1d 61
Aahcl] | GRERH TAT AR HITSAT H 31T BT dT Tl
I e ¢ | o @ gl Bl SR Hou W Iavd
GHU H IUAL PR DI LD © | 39 Dl &
TR Td IR AR Hifsar 9g4q 3ifde Suanf Rig
BRfl | ST UgT 980 R—9% O% BN © | SR
LY YT |

f&=dY srgarfea e o f2=h el @
AP S Tl 22 PP B gfeHIv 4 IR
<
SHEHT Udh 1 SR 3 | 21 B 3 # srgarfad
qRCTeh| 1 ATBISACT bl 21 UISh| Bl AT Bl I & |
3l e g1 gfvar A § S f 9Rd & o= urae
A HEl 31 2 | B ured! HT IR 98 & WA © |
3T # SrgaTfad Y @l Uil &7 T8 Jol HRYT T |

[

TATd HHAR O : 27 93, 1968, facefl # |

RN & ygE gerRE SR YHd IS B
AT R W@ 2, Ol 34 a6 9Id F9R 9 3f®
T GRAD! BT UHTIE B &1 2 | 1SO 9001:2015
A IR IHTd YT HI Hal e YD THIRId
A @ forg T 3 auf 9 FRaR geepa fean
SITaT Y@T 21 99 2000 ¥ HeH 3% sfEAA
e gRT wdAs gar U RER 4@
[T |

wifefcad a AiEpfad gyl qorm el & s
ffdl @& uqg@ wifg@sRl, AR d=I
wifra—Afaa 9 ey w49y & | aRd areng
$T AR HA aoal R & faggamr & v o
Afafied HM & S A AU D IR faqen A
q&ie g3l BT s far qom gash R
AED B AP d91 AT H UHIRIT &1 | 99 1999
H digd # B3, a9 2002 ¥ A=W § wrad, adf 2015
H ArgTa 7 Al ¢9 2018 # 9RN § Afd g9d
falla i e # IR WReR & ufafftrsa
P UeH & ©U A gl &1 ufatifta fean)
A gl D1 ALYEAT dlcll AR ARBR DI
o fFd afifa & e =@ (2014—17) |

o g1a RH a1 g wfdfas aBeg
UH—Ud R g sl off X2l off, U+ 3T 1995
A e spqa’ (W1Rie®) &1 ue1eH URA fHar, it
fagH dEal IR e uedl @ d9 dus—ag
BT BTH PR ST B |

gaTd gereE 1 R aifaq a1 gftar a1
Fariie S srifal @) 8fd &1 95o & fog o9
gfaa fear 27

I 531 qd Rl H =gt Anfecy ol fafder
faemat, gan—Su=I, BEmI, &Y, Bfadr, ey, e,
JITATTT, XTI, FHRT 3MTfe Ueh1ferd 8 oF | i &
yfifled Sa-TeR U goi fAwal # forgar uredl &




I DI BT AR AL HRATd 9| T 1990 B
MU T TR - |9 Ugel i [Igm &
qRTe TBIRIT @i | A GRS (A aRg, AU 3R
3MfE AT ALRIRI ¥ Hag dei-idl g faem fawas
gDl g1 foredl 8 o | 39 gl 7 Y Y GBR B

TS FHTRIT FR So daal &, IS Ha fr | gar
RFTTHRI H oG B Scpredl [ABRTd & o 3fte &
Ffaar gfoiar den gar 28 @@ gfafar o
TSI e, O <=1 ¥R & 35 a9 I & ReIBRI

-4 &1 At fean, S fasm & fafaw s,
SH—ugfaRer, Yifde!, R W) OgEe 5
TRE—ga Bl 3§ Yo geT arsd of | g2l H (9= &
Tfcr TRl BRI B # W S8l <1 ffer e |
gl <1 aTeldl | fasm @ Ui Sreyr S foa,
i I Farg Aell 7 IR 39 AU BT AT IR W
DI IUSH—ATY! BTAT & AT I & (o1 Ierd B 2,
=g 9 3+ faway I dferd ve Wi |

w1 Aftha feN IR dep—ged faval w uRrg
AGH] B GEIDT @ faal gare o Al T g7 qrod—ai
faefyd favan, S RSl # d@ 8M @ BRI g% Ug el
UTd o 3R S # Fherdl & Y e el forg uTd of |
AT IR, H®,HIT, A3 fgvyas  gerr
FH—TSHIfI—p s vl o ff & & dedl &
IS TS Ut HRdTs dlids 3ead+ H q fh=hy f vy
3T UgTaTel Ured! 3 s 7 32 |

Tedl &1 AT H 9 Mg IR &I $19 IHTd
G B el R B & T AHTST B OSICT g,

RTRIN 9 B MaIDHAT D AR T HHTe el
H AR ST by |

AIfE 3 JHTd YT §RT YS DI T3
v ufaflea & wifsfas aifie ufer 21 a8
g3 fE <) Aifecy § &4 dalrd AT 27

|raifed fEger, |ARker, R 4 81 381 o, 79
A I BT YDT URH BT A (1Y b e
BT 4w o | favre 27 auf # At oM’ F ol iR
UISHT & 19 U g BT BT fohar & | fheiy ff faare ok
APl 4 T W IGREAGA & AT 591 Bl
Aifefcas S & e afe "7 uee fear ® iRt
WA Tl FAIfEd | THR & TAAIDR A 2
THIRATRS T © 3IR UTSH Id] ARAGT PR GG 8l
2| ufFer 9 w@rl fa9ere, were e, Wefean,
AH—AHH, ARAT W, R, fJwg B wwe,
BT, BT, 2 S WR feries Fh1RId 6y 2, e
T3] BT IPIYd HfcraTs iR werm el | &R faerwis =
3o Y H vy & dgeiar § vRga A SR SR
BT AT B | Uf3repT H oid F9d F ST 97 ggetl
TR B T &, T ured gg—ag@x 9RT ofd & iR
S STd! IE—UGT BT fABT BIAT © |

Sq ufFei §8 8F ol A1 FAIfad EAIBRI BT Ul
AN SR HRa BT Hhe IURYT & AT | VA H
QIR [T o TAIGR AP KW H 59 AADBRI Dl

AEATAT P |

Rl TR 27 guf &I <Tel Y= H Arfeed sma’ o el
& HIfefcad ST B TG [HaT 2 3R Uedh Bl I
UG AT SUART HRATDHR YT fohfere IRTE f3ar g |

a3 Rrar Nifd 2022 3USH & o gzl
91 HARN H &3 AT $I IYH I W AR adl
2| 1 A9 qd © b I8 Al R ufdae yuma
ST AT IS &1 gHT1d IR EHOT DY 3R 81
3@ 2, 3ilX Ui #1891 B yyErar #Hl ved 8 TS 272

g e e H wrerfies dwemrsti | Rieor sl &
AT &I I H B & IR BT AT ¥R qHA
et <e1 | &9 forely T & foRel e € R At
o1 Hpfar iR WoRell W qa <1 a1 *gfId 7l 7 |
IRA 1947 H &A= G, S del Y, TR I 76T BT
TT 9T BT 3iR fEaT TAT AR 919131 bl 819 gite
TG S ST | RIF—IT WR 373! ATedH Fhel Gl 19
&, STel Sl # et 81 8, W AR Bl =1 el
foam AT | 59 wefie werell | ue &r JeyH &Eg
ar97 a7 & B a1 v, feR, wWwRn, |eefa @
e W 3ifdhd 81 AGT | fReell & 9Rg AR&R ucd
faermera # wer ufg d& |4l vl @S Breax) @l
ueTs f2d) # 8Kt © 3R Ferm B8 ¥ 3N # ugls URY
B B | BE—BE Ufhdl da fedl § g8 8 9K © 8iR
Bl Dell | fUSH AT | yed H I5 Blg YA el
BN | 3T <M &, STel I Rierm g8f & w9 7 el &, 9
AT SIS T o1 diet TSl U, FAT d I+ 8l o7 FT
S SH—fI= H Sy ura &1 faar?

J1: 319 THY AT AT & Tob Her Ui} e facl aoIm e
IR H UGTe URY &I WV 3R I3 S e Y
SR # BT | AT 9T T, R FRAR 39 9T IR Fefd §¢
A T It 18 T B i |

T AT "Ad 2 f wEasdy 2022 Rren
oTTell # ggard dF & fore R yarers e avg
[ guafsora 87

gL 2022 H fRrem yomel ¥ gy uRedl &
3T I Gl ¥ Jeifrd e Sruferd Heied &
% forg f2) Tprere |erd €, TR 8 | 39 faER BT WYX
T IOTHR 4TS 3R WG 78 UIoa—Jdd [Adha HY
YhTITD TSE—=ATT F U1 AT < b & |
3ol wewid 7 & fearet o fawt
¢ A &Y AGq B 8?
—HE wiew 7 2 gwadt o fam gem
3T ARSI P14 fhaT & | 379 YecTe Gax &l o ol
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AT W U €, S8l JRIdl Bl gbM &l =8l o |

AfeAT & wegd | Ul gEidl & W—ufeade iy

U138 AU Bfe Bl YKId TR 93 B HFYCR R A3l
FRD G o IR I-DH WewH J HI Ad 7
AIeTel HRASAT & IR & BRI 41 75 TBTRIG YDl
P AT qblel TAIRG B SR 2 3R IH AN Bl
DI IeHH T8 HR A E |

e ga¥d STl & AR, Jo f2dl
el & gae faw Rd—sgarfea gwal @t
T H BIBI $H 2?7 3 UR ATUH] FT Tl 27

&) wrfeca & arfl o1 wiifers &< geae! @t AT
31 B | BT, 3ol ¥ B H srffad Arfeciar fawumsi &l
I <1 w0 9 e & | faeeh el & St
&Y a1 g AR ATwTei # FeRIRT gY € W S 98
e el fAdr ST oS a1 fal oy faqel v 4
e | oL, ST & &4 uler, {4y 98 & ‘T Jead
a1, G Tl & AT T B FA', A JREp
R LU, AU B AR B UR, URA : b I8
[T 3R AE W QW B [Iwg P s ARl 6
BUYHR Al Al 9T, R &1 3 A=l s9a! g
MY Bl §S | AUATGawy s Tel. § Bl Y b gic
AR AEH GKID B T U= goTR ufadt fae gant
gl

A ardl a9l ¥ ) g1 S ¥ &9
fore1 AR 3R FTART Y ST HR Ahd 2 7

Rl vorRE ST & | JUR FHEE ¢ |
9RA 1 3TN 31 Srrardl fRd S arefl © |
AT fT 4T 3ree] 3R e YRId Bl 25—30 BOIR Uil
@ ®fe 72 8r | 91 FHo e Yar ardraRer
g Bl 2, [ &I BAR Qeifad Silad ol BT a9
ST 3R U 311 BT U FREd 91T 84 JRidl R @
X | JEER I €, I Ddc] 84 UISH b Bfd Bl &
RGAT USIT| AR & HH | UISdl bl g ofd &l
IRHR BT, Y ATl Bl Foax 9 R Jad !
TR BT, 9Tl Wlfecd Bl Afehien Fax—grRaid
I ) IS 3TaER S BT Fhdll & |

o & B geree @) yrafiredr @ IR
¥ Aaftre SrTed 1 & foIv AT US1eH A
MNIEAT &1 FIAAYd S IUANT DI HI BT 87

31TST rere Hifean fanedt +ff fawa ofR 9% & IR
H SFBRI < BT FaH FTH AR HHF AN arell HegH
2| TTT UHTR A S &9 A |ihadr | oo SuRRefa
TSl BRATS © | B9 STl 718 GRID| DI TADRI B,
feaex, ST TAT UHTd THTeH & 3107 J—<qd el
@ HIEGH 3 YRR HRd & | F1ef 81 A= qaremR Al &
fefStee @ial sr—dTfee T, 7 fiie anfe d gl R
gt Bxd 2 | BN A= g Arerdv—aqRIg! o
B9 BAg®D, J—cd Igd B AIH A UISH| Bl Siled o,
Rd® HROT qead! & Ifa sfa ff ggdt 2| 89 |rre

S—PMAY Ulced IR HATRT B 8, [oTa™] il al |/
9 |

3 # fig IE 2 & &9 o =i, uRoHl 3R
fr—aRfadl @ & gt & forg IR o | T& gufsd
g Jfae FATST B I BT I SR IR BT 9T TR
BT | 9 I et § ARy # Yl & Ul Geb faRiy
I 3IR TR GARAT BRAT U AT AT BT Dl

H 2R IS e AT 5 |

T g9 & HUSG—HURD I ARAIRI UH
gofifaRs wras 8, Afea afe & afa s
QR 3R E§ 9999 9 8 P Had 1A @ o |
S8I1 gewc &) Aivedax gfar & Y st
3 P faqa @l &l e a9 3T faem 9
= Ferfierdr & S &I garRd fHar |

q &) g | U A% o8} BT Acd YA d 481
Hd @ © | BIeR $EHIGRI Sl Gl & 3,
98 qWRWrrd wfadl H @faar, dem &R
AR—par & TS difys fisor o) dues s A
¢ AR dls X © | U8 999 ¥ o9 girn w) 9
Hfaar yereE &) g Rigs W@ 2, dau @ g
I3 7 Y SHRA HIIAT B ¥ A 2| s g
4 78 Nt @ gar dEsl & o f3ar @ iR ARa
g}mﬁsﬁgmﬁwwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁsﬁaaﬂw
|
3 arell @S anclad A gamsi # 3R
afere & gwa g @ iy &l fd gaR SURT
2?

fparal 9 fagza &1 U ueHi B UHh IR R 9
faral @1 TR AT B | I8 SR 9o & AfTS e BT 8 |
FTXIC H B ORE Bl I (ATl o df¥ad #a R g,
Tl =S arell RS 7 9HT b 39 9SAd Bl gl AR




R TaT Ue arall, QT Bl WY IR IR SHd! 9T |

3TTT BIT o7 | i feQ I olRaai & ford o7 WY AR

HaTe B AR 37| ST T # 98 AR T oD
3y frean wfcreafs o1 faeiy dR W gar uredt = g
3R Y& Pl ST ST AT He YA b1 | 3301 1 URIH 8
b 3T & FHY # gl gar &< fbaral & TP <9 B
g

g g™ fou gaR 2= dEsl &I ST3!
gﬂ%ﬂﬁ%' @1 ggd IR UgA fadm A "srdr &)
BT B?

Teh I f88 g &l SRRT dRas © T AR i
! ygaTd dRas 2 | fi g gfad giam & |rer—warer &)
fohdTa & Sgb, AMSATGH FATHROT 41 THIRIT IR & ¢,
RTT T §99 & UT6d W1 99 fohde &1 ug %8 2| i
¥ U SATETR febeiTall bl e ToIm aqiiRe fAHfor
& foy fFeia—fceel & 99 Rqd 9= W 8| §B
foramal ox o=l foped T JeiieT wefRfa o &1 gat €,
3R gga— JIdT IR B A RET 2 |
A fparat &1 goqr & R ureal o
$H1 a+Y Y 2 | wraT—far srue g4t 3t AU U
@ g ARd s @ 2 | a8 &) yoreH & fawar A
for¥ AP 98T SU B T B?

I B AND | I &1 8 | AT A & b g9R <
# UG B BIS Tg IRORT HHT T T2 &R faRy dR W
&) 9Td) &3 & 1 I 9 B a)TER €1 ]E) | 89 a0
ST 8 ST SRISHT AT 3R SRS BT Gt AR TG
I TSR TEA & |

AT AT ® o fopedt oft 9o o1 ARy (= At fobarer &1
1 A e, a7 S99 3R HB) U AT 8 e © b
ey el e I wreT # g8 81 | A 2y Wi &
Aty 9 99 Afth &1 Se1d Haiees snm fogat
ol Rrem—enm B s # g8 @11 safoy A

fhaTdl & UTod T ST H 81 & |

{8l T A41egq & AR IR 7 A H AU BT $Is ary
81 B, TIY BHR S BT AN 6T & | afe ) Areaq |
e daTol fhd) =k 1 S=a e T IR & df¥ds
TR R A IraeR el a1 8% A—919 31U gl Bl
I ATT H TSI U BT | AfS 89 IR WI91etl o
IS 5t 0 HRA & I Y 91a e =rEd 2 o uge
T 37U T BT ATITNT IR BTH BT BT |
TR UMY &3 f&dl ysbree wufrn €,
<fe fee g9 SRl 9 &9 el 27
fEe g ®% wWRI W SRR 24 ydreH 4
37T © | Y Ul 3R a1 IE! & b foe g uigferfoa
T TGDHT BT GG URARS TRID I ol BT | AR
8l upre 8 @1 agulFeni § il =Rl a1
AT TP Bl YR TSR HRA I8 8 | TN Had &

TR AT BRAT B SR I TR BT 2 |
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The India Book Market Report 2022 aims to build an understanding of the book market and its contribution to the Indian
Economy, where the Indian Publishing Industry has been a significant contributor to the global economy. The Indian
publishing industry is the 2nd largest in English Book Publishing today and the 6th largest in Print Publishing. India takes
pride in having an enormous book market size of $10 billion+.

The 2nd edition of this report has a mission to provide ground-breaking current data & statistics and a substantial prediction
of the future of the Indian Book Market.

Below are some of the modules of the report :

Key Facts of the Indian Book Market

Market Size of the Indian Book Market

Economic Contribution to the Indian Economy
Challenges and Opportunities in the Publishing Industry.

Therefore, it would be essential and of great interest to understand the dynamics the publishing industry has witnessed
since its inception. We believe that individuals, institutions, and organizations connected with Indian Book Market and
Publishing Sector (professionally and aspirationally) will surely benefit after consuming this report.
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Why one should buy the report?

This report is a bounteous resource for the government, Global companies interested in
investing in the Indian Book Market, and the stakeholders of the Publishing industry.

The publishing industry is just a few billion dollar industry, so it doesn't get much attention
from the government nowadays, especially when new Unicorns are being created every
month.

The Federation of Indian Publishers decided to develop a document that spells out the
economic contribution of publishing activities to the GDP. And this inspired us to enlist the
services of a world-renowned credible agency like Nielsen to study the industry from this
perspective.

The Indian Reprographic Rights Organization is delighted to introduce you to the 2nd
edition of 'India Book Market Report,' launched in August 2022. The report is being
developed and curated to provide a glass view of the 'economic contribution' made by the
publishing and the literary industry. The research for the report includes primary and
secondary data across the global publishing domain spectrum, and it has the experience
and expertise of government officials, corporate sectors, and thought leaders.

We are thrilled about its upcoming launch and the advantages it would rightly offer to
everyone connected with the Indian Book Market. Some of the benefits to IRRO and its

stakeholders are mentioned below :

The report will back the development and growth of FIP.

@ It will be highly beneficial to each stakeholder in the publishing and the literary

industry.

@ Itwill help us to sign bilateral agreements with our counterparts based abroad,
resulting in increased royalty for our members.

Conversation with

Pranav Gupta

Project Leader - India Book Market Report & Joint-Secretary
Federation of Indian Publishers

FIP has collaborated with Nielsen BookScan
Data to launch Indian Book Market Report 2022. How
will this report be a boon to the publishing industry,
and why is this very significant to us?

FIP’s role remains crucial as we are the
representatives of the Indian Publishing Industry and,
therefore, act for the large set of publishing companies in
the country. Recognition by the International Publishers
Association adds a feather to our hat; thus, associating with
FIP was imperative for Nielsen BookScan Data. This
collaboration is certainly a boon for both parties. In the
future, more studies will be essential where we can have
Nielsen BookData as a chief associate for the Federation of
Indian Publishers.

Indian Book Market Report 2022 should not be seen as
theoretical but rather a more practical one, where we have
underlined the various issues and challenges experienced

by the industry itself. It also covers the policy support that
the industry requires from the Indian government, such as
support for GST, custom imports, or any copyright
concerns. Owing to the evolving Publishing Industry, we
needed reliable data to showcase what we can expect
regarding market size and growth in the future.

How has the Indian publishing industry
changed from 2015 to date?

| would say “wait and watch” the situation because
once we release the report, then this data willemerge in the
presentations by Nielsen BookData.

How important is the publishing industry in
the education sphere?

A thriving educational publishing business is a
critical component of a robust, knowledge-driven society in
any modern democracy of the contemporary world.
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The reason is that wherever you look, publishers have
been entrusted with the crucial responsibility of creating the
resources that teachers need to conduct high-quality
instructions in any academic setup. Furthermore, the
quality of the material produced helps us boost learning
integrity in the school environment.

Curriculum reform requires well-crafted, up-to-date
resources created by content producers with longstanding
experience and exposure to curriculum planning and
robust teaching and learning dialogues. Academic
publishing houses in India have worked hard to make these
resources available and ensure they are of the highest
quality for decades.

Have you included the statistics from the
COVID-19 period in the report?

We have included market sizing, data modeling,
the post-COVID recovery years, and the projection. We will
primarily list down the COVID effect and the growth rate
once we fully recover from the covid impact. Hence, these
details will be a part of the report.

In your opinion, has the self-publishing
industry become a threat to well-established
publishers due to its exponential growth in recent
years?

Well, | believe self-publishing doesn't threaten
well-established publishers. The scope of self-publishing is
narrow and operates within limited genres. Today anyone
can publish their books free of charge, and it has opened
doors to small writers with a meager budget; still, Vanity
Publishers has its presence in the market that no one can
overpower.

Every book can't be self-published. Book publishing sifts
through a rigorous process as an author shares the raw
script, and a publisher gives a final touch with branding. |
stand in solidarity with self-publisher as our society is
evolving, and so are people.

If someone wants to break into the publishing industry, self-
publishing is an apt choice.

If we reckon the international markets, where
does the Indian publishing industry stand across the
globe?

The 2020 data includes only print, excluding any
other format, because the report is primarily based on the
print book market, and | understand that "digital" is creating
momentum, and it's essential, but not in this report. |
believe the physical facts and figures, but it's a print book.
Specifically, we have collated data regarding the Market
Size. Therefore, we have only done print books to compare
the global market. If we ever receive any data, we will
certainly include it in the future. Right now, Indian Book
Publishing is the 5th largest market worldwide and the 2nd
largest for English book publishing.

On August 15th, the Prime Minister added a
new line to the slogan "Jai Anusandhan (Innovation)."
How will the publishing industry be able to support
this?

If you look at innovation, the publishing world also
represents innovation. The number of books accessible to
readers, whether informative or entertaining, is an

enjoyable product in terms of content. The content is being
used innovatively in books, OTT platforms, or for many
otherreasons.

Our industry is sheerly associated with a thought process
of innovation, and | believe there is no industry doing it the
way we provide content-driven products to society.
Therefore, we as an industry align with this splendid
thought shared by our Hon'ble Prime Minister and fully
supportit.

What can we foresee regarding market
expansion, the number of books published, and
revenue generation in the next five years?

We will have to wait for the forecast because the
numbers are still underway and will be decided soon. Then
we can certainly answer this. However, the Indian
publishing industry is currently ranked as the fifth largest
worldwide and the second largest in English language
books.

| am thrilled to share that the industry is worth Rs. 73,900
crores, or USD 9.5 billion, and is burgeoning. We expect to
cross Rs. 1,00,000 crores by 2024/25. This success story
follows that more than 24,000 publishers brought out
1,46,000 books in 2021 in English and various Indian
languages. Hence in the next five or even ten years, we
foresee exponential growth in the Indian Publishing
Industry.

What would be the price of the report for
consumers? Are there any early-bird offers as well?

The price of the report is Rs. 33,000/- for the FIP
members, Rs. 50,000/- for the publishers (Non-FIP
members), and Rs. 75,000/- for others.

How can the developing Indian Economy
bring change in the Publishing world in retrospect of
the past 75 years? Shall we hope to see Indian
publishers rank in the top 25 listin the next 25 Years?

If it does not happen by the time we reach 100
years of our industry, we should collectively zip ourselves.
Because then, it will be not only our fault but the fault of the
whole nation and the industry. There was a time when you
could not imagine Indian manufacturers being in the top 10
in motorcycles and cars, but now they are. Similarly, Indian
banks could not imagine being in the top 20. But now they
are there since our economy is accelerating rapidly. Indian
banks like HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and State Bank of India
have done an outstanding job. Still, it is challenging for a
publisher from Nepal, Pakistan, or Bangladesh to be in the
top 10 because their primary market size is scanty.
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Publishing Talks and Tales

Dreamland Publications, India's leading Children's Publisher, obtained the rights to Warner Bros. and Mattel
characters as they have a massive demand in the Indian market.

The primary objective behind this collaboration was to present the Warner Bros. and Mattel characters with a novel
essence. They have published 33 titles in this first phase, including copy colouring and activity books. Through this
international collaboration, they continue to be every children's favourite with this new launch.

Interview with Dreamland Publications’ Directors

Aman Chawla, the Director, joined Dreamland
Publications in 2003 after graduating from Delhi University.
He is an intelligent, solution-focused person with sales,
marketing, and operations capabilities and is looking after
the export section of the company.

His sophisticated communication skills, right strategies to
market the business, and utmost dedication to work have
taken Dreamland Publications to the next level.

His focus has successfully led to the expansion of
Dreamland Publications globally to export books to over 70
countries and in more than 25 foreign languages.

To broaden Dreamland's horizons, he regularly
participates in and visits various international and domestic
fairs that help him continue understanding multiple aspects
of the publishing world.

Anuj Chawla, With Delhi University, Symbiosis, and
Harvard as his Alma Mater, Anuj Chawla joined Dreamland
Publications in 2008. He is heading production along with
international sales.

As Director, he is committed to the mission of the flawless
production of books. His innovative ideas and research
work help him develop new products that elevate the
company's growth.

His understanding of the ethics of the publishing profession
and dedication towards his responsibility to provide books
of excellent quality, both content and designing-wise, have
resulted. Hence, Dreamland Publications has been
conferred many awards and honours like the Best Children
Book Publishing Award, Excellence in Publishing Award,
and many more by the Federation of Indian Publishers and
Federation of Educational Publishers in India.

With these awards, he has become more devoted to
bringing prosperity to the education system. His regular
visits and participation in various international and
domestic book fairs help him shape his research to develop
more innovative products for children.

CHILDREN BOOKS
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Could you please share some details about
the books? How do you use Warner Bros and Mattel's
characters to design the books?

As we have expertise in content creation
for the children's books segment, we have used the
designs from Warner and Mattel to create beautiful books.

How was your experience throughout the
collaboration with Warner Bros and Mattel?

The experience throughout designing
the books was unique. The team enjoyed creating the
activity books with Warner Bros and Mattel characters.

How's this collaboration enabling kids
between the ages of 4 and 10 to explore their
creativity?

These books include mazes, puzzles,
word search, find differences, dot to dot, sticker activity,
colouring, mazes, puzzles, word search, drawing, etc., to
educate and entertain kids along the way as their abilities
improve through practice. These books are designed for
little ones and help them improve their hand-eye
coordination while learning through play.



Frontlist : What feedback is Dreamland Publications receiving from the consumers, specifically via this new
alliance?
Aman and Anuj : The response from parents is amazing. The books are selling like hotcakes.

Frontlist : Why do we need to promote such books to children? How will such books help to augment the joy of
reading in children?

Aman and Anuj : Activity books for children are a way to encourage hand-eye coordination and learn through play, and
that keeps children entertained for hours.

Frontlist : What is the unique selling proposition of this collaboration? Why do you believe these books will be a
boon to all children who are hesitant to venture outside owing to the rising cases of the Pandemic?

Aman and Anuj : Our idea is to make books interesting enough for children to solve them and entertain themselves when
they are getting bored in their homes.

Frontlist : Nowadays, children are subsumed by the digital world. How will these books encourage children to use
digital gadgets significantly less since they jeopardise their health?

Aman and Anuj : The books include interesting activities like mazes, puzzles, crosswords, search the word, colouring,
drawing, and sticker activities that keep children of all ages engaged for hours. And since the books have children’s
favourite characters, it will make children forget the digital gadgets they are used to.
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Soft Launch : Bringing India to Indians (and the World) : New series of
Illustrated books by Shiv Kunal Verma at Pondicherry Literature Festival

One Heritage Media broke down the seminal ground as it
produced three dazzling books that showcase parts of the
Indian subcontinent. These books are part of a significant
ground-breaking initiative to raise the bar and majorly
impact the Indian educational system through another
series of slightly smaller-sized illustrated books that are a
part of the developing ‘Value Education Program.’

The three large format books authored by the versatile
filmmaker, photographer, and writer, Shiv Kunal Verma,
brought to the fore decades of his dedicated work across
various platforms. With layouts designed to enhance the
quality by printing in six metallic colours, the three books —
Beyond Kanchendzonga: India’s Aerial Northeast (gold);
Beyond the Rainshadow: Zanskar, Ladakh, and Nubra
(copper); and Beyond Dakshinapatha: Tamil Nadu &
Puducherry (copper) are the flagship publications that the
BluOne group was positioning to generate funds for its
leading Value Education Program that, according to
Anirudh Chakravarthy, ‘...is being designed to enhance the
quality of education by bringing to our children, across the
cross-section of society, world-class material that hopefully
would open up their horizons beyond the classrooms.’

These gold-standard books had their soft launch at the
Pondicherry Literature Festival, held on August 5/6 and 7.
Shiv Kunal Verma, who was expected to reach the city by
evening, when contacted on the telephone in Kullu, where
he resides, said he was delighted to have been returning to
Puducherry, also featured in one of the three books. Having
done his Undergraduate studies at the Madras Christian
College, he recalled traveling to the city by clinging onto
ropes on top of trucks in the early 1980s. ‘Pondicherry was
like a magnet,’ he recalled, ‘if we got an extended weekend,
we would take off, and we just loved the place.’

Even the blurb, 'Bringing India to Indians', the driving
emotive slogan behind this ambitious project, was the
brainchild of Krishna Kumar Candeth, who was Shiv
Kunal's teacher at the Doon School, while they were sat
drinking a beer in the French Quarter four years ago.
"Things had a way of coming around again and again. | was
delighted to have been heading for the PLF and thrilled to
have the soft launch of the three pilot books here.’
Incidentally, Mr Candeth's book, considered a classic, All
Street Dogs Go to Heaven, was published by One Heritage
Media's sister concern, BluOne Ink.

The smaller-sized Value Education series would provide an
insight into not just diverse Indian terrain and the
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challenges and beauty of these regions. Some of the titles
in the category include Eastern Palette, Uncharted Waters,
Children of the Dawn, and Eternal Tamilakam, to name a
few. These artistic works showcase the serenity, history,
and magnificence of the various parts of India and its
people. Four of the twelve books covered the entire wildlife
of the subcontinent, the fourth volume of the quartet being
devoted to the continental shelves and the island chains on
both the eastern and western seaboards.

Speaking on the advent of the new book formats, Shiv
Kunal Verma said, "These books would help facilitate the
Value Education program and aspire to bring India to
Indians. We believed our small and large format books
would not be restricted to just the student body but would
extend and permeate through their families. These books
would help us deep root our cause of bringing India to
Indians and eventually India to the rest of the world."
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is an author who has closely experienced war situations and life in the remotest
parts of the country. Several books, including Ocean to Sky: India from the Air,
The Long Road to Siachen, The Northeast Trilogy, The Assam Rifles, 1962: The
War That Wasn’t, and 1965: A Western Sunrise, are a compilation of his
thoughts and work. One of his many interests is to develop a Value Education
Program that entails books on diverse subjects, including wildlife, military,
history, and anthropology.

Kunal graduated from The Doon School, Dehradun, and Madras Christian
College. In the mid-1980s, he worked as a journalist with India Today and the
Associated Press. From 1980- the 90s, under the banner of Kaleidolndia, he
shot and directed numerous films mainly for the Armed Forces, including filming
the Kargil War as a cameraman. For the last six years, he has been at the helm
of the seminal Military History Seminar conducted by the Welham Boys’ School,
Dehradun. Shiv has made his name in the world of art writing and illustrative
depiction of emotions and history with such a strong legacy and background in
history and art. The readers enjoy his works at the various literature festivals,
including the PLF.
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Book Launch: “Seven Immortals” Immortality :
Boon or Curse by Shalini Modi, organised by Oxford Bookstores

On 5 August 2022, in association with Invincible
Publishers, Oxford Bookstores presented the "Seven
Immortals" launch by Shalini Modi at The Park, New Delhi.
The book launch was followed by an interesting panel
discussion between the Author of the book, Shalini Modi,
and the eminent Artist, Raghu Vyas, who has extensively
painted characters from our epics, and the renowned
Photographer Samar Singh Jodha. Well-known Art Critic
and Editor Monica Arora moderated the session.

The discussion centered on the theme "How relevant is
immortality in the 21st century?" which highlighted the
growing interest in Indian mythology in India and
worldwide. The author narrated the lives of the seven
immortals in Hindu mythology from the Puranas,
Ramayana, and Mahabharata and spoke about their

immortality, the positives and the negatives that come with
it, the uniqueness of each character, and most importantly,
the life lesson that people could learn from each of them.

At the book launch session, eminent Artist Raghu Vyas
said, "Seven Immortals by Shalini Modi reflects in-depth
research on Hindu mythological epics like Ramayana and
Mahabharata. Shalini splendidly portrays the literary
accounts of how the great figures of the epics exist even
today, in the form of their divine patronage of art and
culture. Numerous painters in India, including Raja Ravi
Varma and myself, have painted artworks centrally themed
around these epics' narratives. This in itself is very
indicative of how art forms are immortal."
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read interesting.
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Shalini Modi O

is an author interested in old Indian scriptures, Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas,
and Epics, as she feels they have a lot to offer. She believes that those stories
and philosophies are relevant to our lives even today, and a parallel can be
drawn to any situation in our lives. She is an astrologer and runs an NGO called
Pragati Kendra, which supports underprivileged children in their education and
encourages women to become economically independent. Her engaging style,
unconventional approach, and effort to find symbolism in our old texts make the

Book Launch: 'Pioneers of Modern India’ -
Eight-title monograph series, organised by Niyogi Books

Niyogi Books takes pride in announcing its first-ever
endeavour in releasing a series of monographs on
Stalwarts who trod the world of Science, Art, Culture,
Spirituality, and Politics and, in their own way, were
instrumental in their contributions to society at large, in
shaping Modern India.

The titles were launched in the presence of authors VR
Devika, Anuradha Ghosh, Amiya P Sen, Ashoke
Mukhopadhyay, EP Unny, HS Shivaprakash, Usham Raojio,
Som Kamei, and the Editorial Director of Niyogi Books
Nirmal Kanti Bhattacharjee, who also coordinated the
event.

Professor Nirmal Kanti Bhattacharjee opened the
proceedings by thanking all present. He said that these
monographs were conceptualised to be inspiring reads for
the young generations of readers. He also stated that the
goal with these books was to make them highly well-
researched yet accessible to the average readers.

y PIONEE RSPFM%DERN IN DI&
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Muthulakshmi Reddy : A Trailblazer in Surgery
and Women'’s Rights by VR Devika.

This is the story of a pioneer path-creator for women. She
was the first girl student in Maharaja’s School for Boys in
Pudukkottai, the first Indian woman surgeon from Madras
Medical College, the first Indian member of the Women'’s
Indian Association, the first woman member of the
legislature of Madras Presidency, the first woman Deputy
Speaker and the first Alderwoman. In this book, the author
describes the indomitable spirit of a woman who
campaigned to get rid of the practice of wet nurses, fought
for girls’ education, widow remarriage, equal property rights
for women, education reforms, and rural healthcare for
women. She took up the case of getting the practice of
dedicating young girls as Devadasis abolished. This
monograph describes how Dr Reddy established Avvai
Home for poor and needy girls, from where thousands have
graduated and found their feet.




Sarada Devi : Holiness, Charisma and Iconic
Motherhood by Amiya P Sen

This book monograph presents how Sarada Devi while
remaining well within the confines of patriarchal society and
despite severe economic and physical hardships, played
the roles of the caregiver in her family and a spiritual guide
for her followers with equal perseverance.

This book is about understanding religious charisma
associated with an unschooled but dynamic woman who
had immense courage, common sense, and conviction,
deftly combining the roles of a social counsellor, a spiritual
preceptor, and a popular cultic leader. Sarada Devi has
been the inspiration behind the Sarada Math and Mission
that uniquely combines the world of feminine spirituality
and active social work for Indian women. This work is a
study of the social and historical processes that made this
possible.

Charu Majumdar : The Dreamer Rebel by Ashoke
Mukhopadhyay

The third book in this series is the first-ever monograph on
Charu Majumdar in English. A concise biography that
traces the life of Charu Majumdar as he incited a burning
fire of revolution into his young mind that reshaped the
political journey of Modern India. It also unearths the birth of
Naxalism in Bengal and traces its journey through different
parts of India. A well-researched book on the legendary
rebel of the 1970s, who, besides calling for an armed
revolution, taught many to dream.

RKLaxman : Back with a Punch by EP Unny

The fourth book is again a concise monograph on the life of
RK Laxman as he caricatured the personalities and events
that made Modern India. It analyses the influences that led
Laxman to become a much-loved cartoonist, such as the
impact of the city of Mumbai on his life and work, and also
explores the reasons for the enduring popularity of
Laxman's work, including his most famous creation—the
Common Man.

In Unny's succinct style, this monograph provides a
concise account of Laxman's journey as his pen captured
Modern Indian History for readers worldwide.

Jamini Roy : A Painter Who Revisited the Roots
by Anuradha Ghosh

A concise biography that traces the life of Jamini Roy, the
person, and the journey of Jamini Roy, the artist. Tracing
the rural, anonymous sources of Bengal folk art and its
journey towards a global platform through Jamini Roy also
shows how the rural folk moulded Roy’s artistic outlook.

The humble man who began his early meditation in the
narrow, serpentine lanes of the North Calcutta
neighbourhood became a silent revolutionary. Inspired by
the folk traditions of Bengal, he created a unique artistic
vision. Such was the euphoric trajectory of Jamini Roy, the
first native genius to have connected rural art to the global.

Told in a simple and engaging mode, the book explores the
multiple facets of a man for whom art was both a livelihood
and a meditative journey and followed his life of disciplined
simplicity along with his quirks and idiosyncrasies.

Rani Gaidinliu : Legendary Freedom Fighter from
the North East by Som Kamei

Rani Gaidinliu was a well-known freedom fighter,
remembered fondly by the people and given recognition
and honour by the Government of India. Her struggles and
legendary exploits against the mighty British Empire in
North East India are well documented. Her contribution to
the freedom struggle is being taught as part of the History
syllabus in schools and colleges in India.

This monograph is an insightful analysis of Rani’s growth
and journey as a Naga spiritual leader who fought to
preserve her indigenous tribal way of life by reforming the
ancient Zeliangrong religion.

Heisman Sabitri : The Way of the Thamoi by H S
Shivaprakash and Usham Rojio

The book offers a genuine insight into the world of Manipuri
theatre, particularly that of Heisnam Sabitri and Heisnam
Kanhailal, the founders of Kalakshetra Manipur. An
invaluable addition to theatre and performance studies, it
delineates the first-hand perspective of Heisnam Sabitri
and her husband, Heisnam Kanhailal—two great
legendary innovators of 20th-century Indian theatre. It
views the different aspects of theatre in the light of
‘thamoi’—a Meitei-specific concept.

Homi J Bhabha : A Renaissance Man among
Scientists by Biman Nath

The only monograph that sheds light on H J Bhabha'’s rich
scientific legacy and vision for India shows Bhabha'’s
foresight in setting up high-quality research facilities for
nuclear energy in our country, such as TIFR and BARC,
and brings to light Bhabha's passionate interest in art,
architecture, drawing, painting, and classical music, which
made him a true renaissance man!

Comprehensive and reflective, this monograph
encapsulates Bhabha'’s vision for India and sheds light on
his rich legacy. His legendary leadership in organizing
scientific research in India and his drive and passion
continue to inspire generations of students in India.



Book Release : “The Guru - Guru Nanak’s Saakhis’,
by Author Rajni Sekhri Sibal, organised by Story Mirror

Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi, in his empathic
message on the unveiling of the book, The Guru: Guru
Nanak's Saakhis, said, "Compassion is the central theme
of Guru Nanak DevV's teachings. His world view is rational,
liberal, and humane." "He was a firm advocate of equality
and was of the view that: he who regards all as equals is
truly religious," said Kailash Satyarthi. Retired civil servant
Rajni Sekhri Sibal authors the new book.

Kailash Satyarthi could not join in on the book's unveiling
owing to the rising Covid cases in New Delhi. But in his
sagacious message, he underlines the deep, spiritual, and
wonderful thoughts of Guru Nanak Dev expressed in the
book.

Kailash Satyarthi further said in his message that short
stories about Guru Nanak Dev provide an insight into the
life and teachings of a wise, rational, and compassionate
spiritual leader who walked this earth five centuries ago.
The truth in Nobel Laureate's profound message on Guru
Nanak is relevant today as Kailash Satyarthi believes Guru
Nanak's teachings were radical and highly relevant in the
stratified society of his times. Kailash Satyarthi describes
the present day as "AWorld at War with Itself.
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THE BOOK PORTRAYS THE CENTURIES
OLD ANECDQTES, FACTS AND THE
JOURNEY OF GURU NANAK DEvV.
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According to Kailash Satyarthi, the stories expressing Guru
Nanak Dev's teachings are fascinating and inspirational
and store a wealth of knowledge that is conveyed to the
reader subtly and appealingly.

The Nobel Laureate finds the anecdotes to be deeply
engaging and poetic in capturing the essence of the time
during Guru Nanak Dev.

According to the author, the stories that she heard in her
childhood from her grandmother were inspiring and
compelled her to write them in simplified language to widen
the outreach of the spiritual wisdom and teachings of Guru
Nanak. "I have been a huge admirer of his (Guru Nanak
Dev) wisdom and teachings and always tried to walk on his
path," said the author.

The book was unveiled on August 6 at India International
Centre in the presence of Justice S S Saron, ex-Punjab and
Haryana High Court, and Chairman Gurudwara Election
Commission, Gurjit Singh, former Ambassador to
Germany, and Manjeev Puri, former Ambassador to
European Union.

The book has been published by Mumbai-based
StoryMirror, India's largest literature platform connecting
readers and writers with 11 million readers, 800,000+
stories and poems, and 100,000+ writers who have written
650 million+ words in 10 languages. StoryMirror has
emerged as the most reliable, innovative, and flexible
publishing platform for writers looking to publish their books
and reach millions of readers. So far, StoryMirror has
published 700+ physical books and 3000+ ebooks across
various genres and languages, out of which 26+ books
have been bestsellers.




PubliCon 2022 and Publishing Awards, organised by
the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI)

This edition of "PubliCon" was organized by FICCI on
August 5, 2022, in New Delhi. The programme witnessed a
congregation of publishers, printers, distributors, content
creators, librarians, authors, storytellers, digital marketers,
IP attorneys, and other stakeholders in the publishing
sector.

During the programme, FICCI Publishing Awards were
conferred. The FICCI Publishing Awards were instituted in
2017 to reward the talent, initiative, entrepreneurial zeal,
and untiring efforts of publishers and authors. This year
FICCI Publishing Awards has recognised and facilitated
the best books in Business, Translation, Designing,
Children’s literature, etc.

Frontlist Media was one of the Media Partners at this event.

On 5th August 2022, Mr Temjen Imna Along, Minister of
Higher Education and Tribal Affairs, Govt of Nagaland, said
that the publishing industry plays an important role in
moving India into a successful nation. "There is a need to
create more awareness on the importance of reading
books. As the nation moves towards the 21st century, we
need to assimilate all of these so that the citizens can derive
the benefit of books and the narratives set to be at the
forefront of nation building," he added.

Addressing the 'FICCI PubliCon 2022 and Publishing
Awards', Mr Along emphasized that publishing houses
have a significant role in India's growth journey. "The New
Education Policy (NEP) also highlights the importance of
writers and publishing houses. Today, people prefer a
digital reading format to a physical book," he stated.

Emphasizing the need to set up a library in every district
and village of India, Mr Along said, "It is equally important to
raise the awareness level towards reading books apart
from setting up the library. In today's time, digitalization is
playing a crucial role, and we need to create a balance
between digitalization and physical books," he added.

He also stressed the need for developing more content by
writers and publishing houses, especially for the students,
apart from focusing on other books.
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Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma, Chairman, NBT India,
Ministry of Education, Govt of India, said that books play
an important role in taking any nation and humanity
forward. "The invention of printing started the book culture
and a culture of reading. Books are the source of enhancing
the scope of knowledge to a large extent. We need to
increase the awareness of book culture. Books are called
as afriend, philosopher, and guide for anyone," he added.

Prof Sharma further stated that there is a need to ensure
that we can write books in different languages. "Translation
is one area which needs to be given more importance in
today's time—the New Education Policy also emphasizes
the role of translation. By translating into different
languages, the message can be spread to a larger
audience in society. We must focus on increasing our
efforts in this direction," he emphasized.

Mr Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT India, Ministry of
Education, Govt of India, said that publishers should
position themselves as the knowledge partners of the
society.

Mr Neeraj Jain, Chair, FICCI Publishing Committee,
and MD, Scholastic India, said that there is immense
scope for the printing and publishing industry if the issues
related to paper availability as raw material and prices are
resolved. "This will also ensure global printing business
come to India," he added. He also asserted starting a
library in every village or district of India. Mr Jain also
appealed to launching a new campaign, 'Let's Read,' to
encourage more book reading in line with FICCl's
campaign on 'Roz Ek Nai Kahani.’

Mr Ananth Padmanabhan, Co-Chair, FICCI Publishing
Committee and CEO, HarperCollins India, said that a
book is not just a printed book but a feeling associated with
it. All our publishers must think beyond print and diversify in
digital. "There is a clear need to diversify in what we do to
publish in various formats across languages and ensure
that we take advantage of technology to introduce more
books in the market," he added.

Ms Monica Malhotra Kandhari, Co-Chair, FICCI
Publishing Committee and MD, MBD Group, delivered
the vote of thanks.



FICCI Publishing Awards were announced during the event

Publisher Book Category Award
Children Book of the
Pickle Yolk Books ‘Aai and I Year English
(Below 10 years)
Kalpavriksh 'Miracle on Children Book of the Year Special Jury Award

Sunderbaag Street'

English (Below 10)

Harper Collins
Pvt Ltd

'Kaya's Journey:
The Story of a
100-year-old Koi Fish'

Children Book of the Year
English (Below 10)

Special Jury Award

Children Book of the

Pratham Books 'Home' Year English (10 & Above) Special Jury Award
Harper Collins 'The Secret Life of Children Book of the .
Pvt Ltd Debbie G' Year English (10 & Above)| ~ SPecial Jury Award
,\Pﬂgplii:atiopﬁ&givision, 'Swachhta Shree Children Book of the Year

InIStry ot &b, Samman' Hindi (Below 10)
Govt of India

Publications Division,
Ministry of 1&B,
Govt of India

'Rangili, Bullet aur Veer'

Children Book of the Year
Hindi (10 & Above)

Hachette India

'"The Black Dwarves of
the Good Little Ray

Book of the Year -
Fiction (English)

Harper Collins
Pvt Ltd

"The Last Queen'

Book of the Year -
Fiction (English)

Special Jury Award

Harper Collins 'Girl in White Cotton Book of the Year - .
Pvt Ltd (Burnt Sugar) Fiction (English) Special Jury Award
Harper Collins 'Dopehri’ Book of the Year -

Pvt Ltd

Fiction (Hindi)

Harper Collins
Pvt Ltd

"The Death Script'

Book of the Year
Non-Fiction (English)

Profile Books
(Hachette India)

'Mountain Tales: Love and
Loss in the Municipality
of Castaway Belongings'

Book of the Year
Non-Fiction (English)

Special Jury Award

Palm Leaf
Innovation

'Hanuman Chalisa’

Book of the Year
Non-Fiction (Hindi)




Publisher

Book

Category

Award

Harper Collins
Pvt Ltd

'Loss'

Book of the Year -
Best Overall Design

Roli Books Pvt Ltd

'India: A Story through
100 objects'

Book of the Year -
Best Overall Design

Special Jury Award

Pratham Books

'‘Asamo, is that you?'

Book of the Year -
Best Overall Design

Special Jury Award

Om Book International

'Great Wild Cats/
Born to be Free'

Book of the Year -
Best Production

Om Book International

'Indian Botanical Art;
An illustrated History'

Book of the Year -
Best Overall Design

Special Jury Award

"The Man Who
Hachette India Learnt to Fly but ngls(tqlfr;hr?sl\;?%rn-
Could Not Land'
Harper Collins ' T Book of the Year - ;
Pyt Ltd Legal Fiction Best Translation Special Jury Award
Harper Collins \ \ Book of the Year - :
Pyt Ltd Moustache Best Translation Special Jury Award
Bloomsbury Demya’i:%/éri\l?nléeﬁ?:rshlp: Business Book of the Year
ishi i Busi M t
Publishing India Mahabharata Code' usiness anagemen

'Pandemonium:

Business Book of

Roli Books The Great Indian the Year -
Banking Tragedy' Business Economics
Bloomsbury The Indic Quotient Business Book of

Publishing India

Reclaiming Heritage
Through Cultural Enterprise'

the Year - Self Help

Harper Collins
Pvt Ltd

'Being Gandhi'

Children Book of the Year
English (10 & Above)

Publications Division,

Ministry of 1&B,
Govt of India

'Navikarniya Urja
Sansadhan'

Book of the Year
Non-Fiction (Hindi)

Special Jury Award

Hachette India

‘These, Our Bodies,
Possessed by Light’

Book of the Year-
Best Cover Design

Harper Collins
Pvt Ltd

‘Tiananmen Square:
The Making of a Protest’

Book of the Year-
Best Cover Design

Special Jury Award
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Book Launch: "MY SILK ROAD: The Adventures and Struggles of a
British Asian Refugee" by Ram Gidoomal, organised by CottonConnect

My Silk Road: The Adventures and Struggles of a British
Asian Refugee by Ram Gidoomal was launched in Delhi on
26 August 2022 by entrepreneur and socialite Ramola
Bachchan in a ceremony at India Habitat Centre. This
memoir was published by Pippa Rann Books and Media,
UK, and is distributed in India by Penguin Random House
India. The event was attended by retired Ambassador K P
Fabian and Madhav Bellamkonda, CEO of World Vision
India.

Upon introducing Ram Gidoomal, Geetanjali Solanki,
Country Manager, CottonConnect, said, “Ram Gidoomal
was born into an Indian immigrant family of silk traders in
Kenya and enjoyed his childhood in Mombasa. When he
turned 17, his family endured devastating second
deportation to London. Starting from scratch, Ram built a
successful career in business and was firmly on the road to
success, prosperity, and fortune. A life-changing journey
led him to dedicate his business skills instead of profit to
those who need them the most. Her Majesty, The Queen,
recognized his contributions to the community. In 1998, he
was appointed as the Commander of the Order of the
British Empire (CBE), the highest ranking order of the
British Empire, excluding Knighthood.”

Speaking about Ramola Bachchan, Geetanjali Solanki
said, “Ramola Bachchan decided in 2005 to relocate from
the UK to India after two decades. Life in London meant
taking care of a growing family, heading a PR firm, and
being active in the social and fundraising scene. This was
an unexpected move after the children had flown the nest.
Describing herself as something of a serial entrepreneur,
on her return, Ramola found that new opportunities kept
presenting themselves. Her first venture was to open
Manré - the award-winning fine dining modern European
restaurant in Delhi. She promoted fashion through fashion
& lifestyle exhibitions and interiors, Runway Rising and
Runway Bride, started her fashion range First Resort, and a
food brand called The Accidental Chef.” She says that what
makes Ramola happiest is interacting with people and
being part of their life's journey wherever possible.

The event was moderated by Kinner Lakhani, Global
Commercial Director, CottonConnect. Upon releasing the
memoir, Ramola Bachchan said, “Ram and | have known
each other for 20-25 years, and | have had the pleasure of
watching Ram grow professionally and achieve all sorts
of amazing achievements that one couldn't have
imagined. | also have the good fortune to know him
personally and find him one of the kindest and most
caring human beings. Soit's been a pleasure for me to be
associated with him all these years and watch him grow
from strength to strength, and | am delighted to endorse
and launch his memoir. | wish him all the very best and
hope his readers will appreciate all his hard work over the
years.”

Along with sharing some memorable childhood
moments, Ram Gidoomal, author of 'My Silk Road' read
excerpts from the book. He explained how a wonderful
gesture by his children, creating a video of family, friends,
and his professional contacts wishing him on his 70th
birthday during a COVID lockdown went on to
conceptualizing this memoir. The name 'The Silk Road'
was taken from his family's silk trading business. He
elucidated that his grandfather, with two younger
brothers, had set up a business between Japan, East
Africa, and South Africa of silk sarees, and they were
hugely successful. Though due to India's partition, all of
their wealth was lost. It's this silk trade that inspired him to
name this book. He believes that every one of us can
have our silk road, which is the central message of this
book.

The launch ended with a networking session over food
and drinks.
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AUTHOR INTERVIEWS

Author of "How to Kill Everyone on the Planet”

Rajesh Talwar has written twenty-nine books, which include novels,

children’s books, plays, self-help books, and non-fiction books

covering issues in Social Justice, Culture, and Law. His novels include

Simran - on aesthetics, and Inglistan - on cultural contrasts. An Afghan

] Winter and The Sentimental Terrorist explore the theme of terrorism.
: How to Kill a Billionaire reveals the workings of the Indian justice system.
} From the Lips of the Goddess — Mata Vaishno Devi is on the sacred
! feminine.Rajesh’s plays cover diverse contemporary themes and historical
retellings. They include Inside Gayland, The Bride Who Would Not Burn,

_ Conquest at Noon, The Killings in November, Kaash Kashmir, Aurangzeb: The

Darkness in His Heart, Gandhi, Ambedkar and the Four-Legged Scorpion, High

Fidelity Transmission, and A Nuclear Matricide.His non-fiction works include The Judiciary on Trial, Courting Injustice: The
Nirbhaya Case and Its Aftermath, The Third Sex and Human Rights, The Vanishing of Subhash Bose, and The Killing of
Aarushi and the Murder of Justice. Self-help books include How to Choose Your Lawyer and Win Your Case, Making Your
Own Will, The Divorce Handbook, and Indian Laws of E-business.His books for children include The Three Greens, The
Bearded Prince, The Sleepless Beauty, Fabulous Four Battle Zoozoo, the Wizard, and Playwrights - A One-Act Play for
Children on Human Rights.He has contributed to The Economic Times, The Guardian, The Pioneer, The Times of India
NIE, Manushi, The Sunday Mail, and the New Indian Express. He is a sought-after speaker at Literary Festivals.Rajesh

works as Deputy Legal Advisor to the United Nations Mission in Afghanistan.

“How to Kill Everyone on the Planet” is
science fiction. Could you please explain the term
“Nuclear Matricide” mentioned in your novel?

Yes, aside from the main title to the play, that is to
say, ‘How to Kill Everyone on the Planet, a subtitle was also
needed to explain how this task — of killing everyone on the
planet — would be accomplished. Now that Corona has
been around for a while, we are all only too aware that,
apart from multiple and large nuclear explosions, there
exist other ways of exterminating the human race. After
some reflection, | settled upon the somewhat lengthy
subtitle: ‘Ukraine and Other Recipes for a Nuclear
Matricide.’Now to your question: why ‘Nuclear Matricide’? |
could have used ‘Nuclear Holocaust’ as the more usual
term. Still, despite the terrifying visuals the term initially
conjured up, over the years, the impact of that expression
has become diluted, and it even sounds clichéd. It does not
bring forward a visual of the almost unimaginable horror of
something like Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Besides, the
holocaust is a homocentric term that tends to focus more
on ‘human’ suffering alone.lt is our mother, Mother Earth,
whom we are killing. Over the years, we have been slowly
destroying her by poisoning her skies, forests, and oceans.
As an Indian, growing up in a culture that practices worship
of the sacred feminine, there is nothing as horrific as killing
your mother, the one who gave birth to you and nurtured
and cared for you. It's sacrilegious even to think orimagine
how this could ever happen, but as the situation stands in
the world today, it is a possibility that is very much on the
cards.In general, across the world, matricide, as a crime,
seems to be a much more terrible crime than its gender
equivalent, patricide or fratricide. Patricide and fratricide
are commonplace; there were ambitious princes in many
cultures and kingdoms who thought killing a brother or
even a father was par for gaining access to the throne.
Killing your mother —that is something else entirely.
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Could you share some intriguing facts you
learned while researching for this book?

The book involved a fair amount of research.
While writing it, | wondered if other species on the planet
were as suicidally minded as we are. An obvious choice
was that of the Lemming, a rodent-like creature that is said
to commit mass suicide. When | researched the issue, |
found it to be an urban myth. Lemmings do not commit
suicide. What happens is that they know how to swim, but
sometimes the waterbody where they decide to swim is too
large for their capabilities. That has given rise to this myth. |
did, however, discover that among the thousands of life
forms that populate the planet, a snake is known to eat its
tail without realising it. It makes you wonder if our human
species is like that serpent then, with the difference that
while the snake does at some point realise that he is eating
himself and backs off, we may not, till it is too late! A third
troubling fact | discovered was we often actually came
close to a nuclear conflict, but in the words of an American
diplomat, 'we lucked out.

How could a conflict between Singapore and
Malaysia escalate into a World War?

You know that it's a matter of historical record that
the first World War started with the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the presumptive heir to the
Austro-Hungarian throne. The attack was made by a Serb.
So, because of the assassination, war was declared first on
Serbia by Austria-Hungary and Germany, who were allies.
But Serbia was close to Russia, and they are still very close
—so Russia too got involved in the conflict on Serbia’s side.
And then, with more and more countries joining in, we had a
World War on our hands in no time.Yes, a hypothetical
scenario discussed in the play is a possible conflict
between Singapore and Malaysia and how that could
escalate. In military terms, Singapore has technical
superiority as a richer nation, but Malaysia has a much
larger army being more populous. In my play, both
countries immediately start looking for allies. Singapore
approaches China for assistance because, as you may
know, Singapore has a predominantly ethnic Chinese
population. In the same way, in the scenario depicted in my
play, Malaysia approaches Indonesia and Turkey for
military assistance, which they agree to provide as fellow
Muslim nations. And so, there is a possibility of more and
more countries getting involved. Fortunately, both US and
Chinaintervened in my play, and the crisis was averted.

One of the situations you mention in the
novel was undoubtedly influenced by Naveen
Shekharappa, an Indian medical student who was the
first Indian victim to die in Ukraine. Could you speak
about the incident in more detail?

Naveen’s death was a great tragedy, but his
situation was not unique. At the time, thousands of students
were in a similarly precarious situation. One of the
characters in the play is also a medical student like Naveen.
He has a beautiful young Ukrainian girlfriend, Olga, who is
also a medical student. Together with one of Naveen'’s
other friends, they are staying in a bunker to avoid artillery
shelling and bombing by the Russians. Like Naveen, this
boy also goes to buy groceries, and while he is away, there
is a sudden resumption of artillery fire. Olga falls to her
knees and starts praying for his safe return. Unlike

Naveen’s truly tragic case, this boy survives. | introduced
this scene because | thought it would bring home to Indians
the horrors of the war in Ukraine in a relatable fashion.

We are gradually destroying Mother Earth by
poisoning her skies, forests, and oceans. Meanwhile,
we're attempting to establish civilization on another
planet. Do you believe we have lost hope of saving our
planet?

That's an excellent question, thank you!
Billionaire Elon Musk explained that he is investing
hundreds of millions of dollars in journeying to Mars to
explore the possibility of creating human settlements there.
Earth, he fears, may not survive. Elon Musk is not
suggesting anything new here; the American cosmologist
Carl Sagan raised similar arguments a quarter century
earlier. The idea is that humans should become two-planet
species or multi-planet species. Billionaire Bill Gates
believes it is far better to spend money saving lives on the
planet. His charity has spent huge sums of money battling
malaria and helping eradicate polio. Someone could say
Musk is too pessimistic and Bill Gates too optimistic.
Without getting into a Musk versus Gates debate, | would
urge them both and other billionaires to give some thought
to what can be done to alleviate the risk of nuclear warfare. |
would suggest to Mr Musk that he should not give up on our
planet so quickly and, with great deference, point out to Mr
Gates that he should pause to consider the work he has
done and all the lives he has saved while helping combat
malaria and other diseases will come to naughtin the event
of aserious nuclear conflict.

In general, billionaires like to steer clear of confrontational
politics; at the same time, would it not be worthwhile for
these gentlemen to spend a small fraction of their
enormous wealth looking for ways in which the looming
prospect of nuclear annihilation was significantly reduced?
This could take the form of organizing seminars,
international conferences, creating a groundswell of public
opinion, and so on and forth. The United Nations doesn't
need to have a monopoly on these efforts. Mr Musk and Mr
Gates are great problem solvers, and far be it for me to
suggest what they could do to reduce the risk of nuclear
warfare significantly. They can come up with innovative
ways of handling this issue. If the world's richest men came
together on the nuclear issue, including Indian billionaires
such as Mr Adani, who has recently replaced Mr Gates as
the world's fourth richest man, it would make a huge
impact.

In your book, you also discuss extra-
terrestrials. Do you genuinely believe in them, or are
they purely fictitious?

Let me speak a little about human self-love here.
Nothing wrong with a bit of self-love as long as you are not
vain. Alas, we are a vain, narcissistic species and
immensely disrespectful to our planet. We believe that we
are the mostimportant species on the planet. Mr Gates and
his foundation spend hundreds of millions on saving
human lives by combating diseases, a worthy task indeed,
but does the preservation of ‘balance’ on the planet receive
nearly as much attention? When | use the word ‘balance,’ |
mean with the possible exception of cockroaches,
mosquitoes, and rats, all life forms have an equal right to
exist on the planet, but through our irresponsible actions,



S0 many species are now on the verge of extinction.As an
extension of this narcissism, of feeling special, many of us
believe that Earth is the only planet on which life exists. Itis
said that we live in eternity, but we also live in an infinite
universe. No one knows where it begins, where it ends, and
ifit even ends. Given the vast, seemingly endless expanse
and the presence of other universes beyond our own, the
law of probability would suggest that other life forms must
exist elsewhere too. Whether we can or will eventually
establish contact with those extra-terrestrial beings is
another matter entirely. One comment regarding the use of
the word ‘alien.” For us, other developed forms of life on
other planets, should they exist, are aliens but to them, of
course, we are the aliens. If you stop to think about it, we
are more alien than anyone else, the genuine aliens,
because we behave towards our planet like uncaring
outsiders, as if Planet Earth is not our own home, that we
need to take care of, even if it takes care of us and our
needs.

How could a nuclear power that is currently
responsible become reckless or even rogue
tomorrow?

My play has a scene with a populist jihadi leader
trying to convince Pakistan's Prime Minister to launch a
nuclear strike on India. The Prime Minister of Pakistan
rebuffs that suggestion, following the advice of one of his
advisers. So far, so good, and this is a fictional scenario, but
it remains true that there isn't a shortage of jihadis in
Pakistan; many of them are popular and in politics. Just last
year, in 2021, during a debate in Pakistan's National
Assembly, Jamaat Ulema Islam's Abdul Shakoor
suggested that Pakistan nuke Israel. Maulana Chitrali of
the Jamaat-e-Islami asked Pakistan's Army Chief if the
country's nuclear weapons were just artifacts to be
displayed in a museum. Tomorrow, God forbid, if you have
such crazy people acquiring still more significant clout in
Pakistan's Parliament, there is no saying what can happen.
Also, consider the current conflict in Ukraine. We might
consider Russia a stable nuclear power, but that could
change. Professor John Mearsheimer of the University of
Chicago recently spoke of how there was no telling what
could happen when a military superpower such as Russia
is pushed to the wall or believes that it is moved to the wall.
Now Professor Mearsheimer is the a uthor of a thick but
brilliant tome titled The Tragedy of Great Power Politics and
is a kind of world authority on how great powers behave. If
the Russians start to lose in Ukraine, President Putin's
leadership will be questioned, and rather than face loss, he
may feel tempted to push the forbidden button. You can
only imagine what might happen next.

Author of Indian
Citizenship and Immigration Law

Amish Tandon has been a Corporate Commercial
Attorney in New Delhi for more than 8 years, with extensive
experience in Litigation and Corporate Advisory. He has
also been actively associated with not-for-profit
organizations providing legal aid to the needy on a pro
bono basis. Amish regularly conducts seminars, talks, and
training on ‘Sexual Harassment in the Workplace.’ Further,
he often contributes articles for law journals, newspapers,
and blogs on various legal issues.

How did you utilize this book to convey what
it means to be an Indian citizen and the different ways
in which one mightdo so?

In simple terms, citizenship may be described as a
legal status conferred by a state to “its people,” whose
status comes with rights and obligations for both the citizen
and state. Citizenship is really about individuals’ relations
with the state and each other. Every fragment in the
Concept of Citizenship in the context of Indian Law is
discussed in this book. The book discusses the relationship
that an Indian citizen has with the state. Further, this book
also discusses the (Indian) Immigration Law Framework
with special emphasis on the recently enacted Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and National Register of Citizens
(NRC).

Why are border states like Assam a
significant example of this predicament, and who is the
CAAsupposed to assist?

Assam has been a hotspot for illegal migration
since independence, especially from Bangladesh, and the
problem persists. Itis for this reason that the Assam Accord
was signed in the year 1985, and a promise was made to
carry out an exercise to identify and deport illegal migrants
from Assam, also called Assam NRC (an exercise which
came to fruition with the judgement of the Supreme Court
popularly called the “Assam NRC Judgement’). In this
context, the implementation of CAA in Assam poses a
separate set of grievances for its indigenous populace and
challenges for the authorities. The grievances here include
violation of the Assam Accord, the undoing of the Assam
NRC Judgement, jeopardy to the Assam NRC, violation of
the provisions of the Indian Constitution, etc. This issue has
been given a special place in my book, and almost two
chapters have been dedicated to this.




How can scholars and lawyers who practise
and specialize in this area of law use this book as a
research tool?

While writing this book, an honest effort has been
made to cover every aspect of the Indian law in the
citizenship and immigration space, from independence to
date. Further, an attempt has been made to cover and
incorporate every judicial precedent on the subject. As
mentioned earlier, there is little legal literature available in
this area, and this book has been authorised to cover just
that. This book aims to provide practitioners with a ready
and detailed commentary succinctly covering every facet
of this law in one place, complete with all case laws on the
subject.

"The Delhi High Court Guidelines" were
created in 2010 regarding issuing a LOC. What are your
thoughts on that?

A Look-Out-Circular (LOC) is a document issued
by specific government authorities to trace absconding
persons and to keep a watch or track the movement of
persons (entering India and going out). The principal idea
behind this is to ensure that a person is available for
interrogation, inquiry, or trial, as required, and does not
"disappear." Under Indian law, a LOC is governed by
executive instructions. These executive instructions have
been in place since 1979 and have been modified from time
to time. However, these executive instructions were not
considered detailed enough. Also, there were gaps in these
executive instructions. The Delhi High Court, in the case of
"Sumer Singh Salkan v. Assistant Director," decided to
formulate detailed guidelines for the issue of LOC,
pursuant to which the Ministry of Home Affairs issued an
office memorandum dated 27.10.2010 on the subject
wherein the first time detailed guidelines for issue of LOC
were codified. These have been in force since then. The
above guidelines are not fully comprehensive, and we have
often seen courts interfere with the issue of LOC and pass
additional directions to fill in gaps. The government may
consider amending the executive instructions from time to
time to keep up with changing times and trends.

Do you have any noteworthy discoveries
from your study for the book that you would want to
share with us?

My study for this book showed me how layered
and complex the issues of citizenship are for a country like
India, which has witnessed migration issues since its
creation.

Author of India Now and in Transition

Atul K Thakur is a public policy professional, management
consultant, journalist, and writer specializing in the
interface of politics and economics. His research and
writing interests extend to macroeconomic policies and
international affairs, focusing on South Asia. He is an
alumnus, inter alia, of Banaras Hindu University and has
worked across sectors, spanning policy research,
management consultancy, publishing, and media. India
Now and In Transition is his second book as an editor. He
has edited India since 1947: Looking Back at a Modern
Nation (Niyogi Books, 2013), significant work on modern
India. He is working on a book on Nepal’s complex political-
economic transitions and ethnicity issues. He has written
extensively for many prominent newspapers and websites
as a journalist and columnist. He is also a literary critic,
having reviewed hundreds of books for leading
publications in India and abroad.

India Now and In Transition - the sequel of
India Since 1947: Looking Back at a Modern Nation
book is the compendium of 37 essays delineating
India's transition from an agrarian to an urban society.
How does this book assist the young generations in
comprehending the present situation in India?

Honestly, this was the first idea that confirmed my
inner call to attempt to bring out a comprehensive collection
of essays, written without any preoccupation or entering
into the prognosis. As the centrality of thought rested with
'India,' | naturally had to count on its brightest tribute,
democracy, and inspire myself and fellow writers to delve
into the complex subjects with which India was concerned
then and will be in transition. As an editor, | work on
something to make it compatible with the readers’
expectations. As a writer, first, | answer my own queries.
Usually, | read a lot—not to write anything in particular but
to stay in a mental state where | can silently cope with the
chaos of ideas. The beauty of India is that there are many
kinds of India. Understanding the fundamentals that have
given birth to such multiplicity across various segments is
especially imperative in the present day when the 'ldea of
India' keenly needs to be well-understood.India Now and In
Transition is thus an enquiry into possible futures based on
current happenings. In confession, | thought about working



on a book after reading full-time for one-and-half decades —
and writing extensively on opinion/edit pages of
broadsheets. Being a compulsive reader, it was somehow
natural to tempt and turn as a columnist and writer — to find
a way of expression.India Now and In Transition offers
fresh insights into several crucial areas and elements that
have shaped India into what it is today, whether that be the
complex set of relations under the country's federal
system, the challenges of territorial/cultural diversities, and
the contradictory outcomes of economic reforms, among
others. This book looks diligently at the successes and
failures of India's tryst with democracy, which—despite
having challenges—is charting its course ahead. India is
the world's largest democracy with 75 years of independent
existence. Its unique and ever-changing nature has
sparked a great degree of academic debate before and
since Independence. Our nation has the world's largest
youth population and is undergoing tectonic social and
political changes. Therefore, understanding what
directions India may take in the future is essential for every
thinking individual.Featuring contributions from leading
thinkers and scholars in diverse fields, each essay in this
volume critically analyses a significant theme of India's
present to propose the possible way ahead for our
emergent nation. Covering the areas of politics and
governance, economics and development, security and
foreign policy, society and culture, and language and
literature, the book shows that—while beset with both
internal and external challenges on many fronts—India
isn't waiting for its moment, it's making its moment happen.
The book attempts to reach out to different segments of
readers, including young generations, and it is heartening
toreceive their positive feedback on the book

Having a definitive constitution, our voices
are still suppressed by India's administrative system.
In your opinion, can we still address India as a
democratic country?

Our country is the world's largest democracy and is
uniquely endowed with an inclusive Constitution. It offers
enough provisions to keep the balance of power by clearly
underlining the roles and responsibilities of the legislature,
bureaucracy, and judiciary. It also empowers the citizens
with equal rights (including freedom of expression)
irrespective of caste, creed, and ideological beliefs. It
should be a matter of concern if the institutions fail to
safeguard the freedom of expression. Notwithstanding the
challenges, | don't keep a pessimistic view about the future
of India. Its fundamentals are strong. Our collective dream
should be to attain greater socio-economic inclusion.

India has advanced significantly since 1947.
However, the growth rate is not as spectacular as we
initially believed. What key factors hinder the nation
from spreading its wings and gaining prominence
worldwide?

India has traveled a long journey on the economic
front. It is one of the world's leading economies and
possesses a prominent place in the world order. Since
1947, India's policies for attaining inclusive growth have not
been uniform. More so, from 1991 onwards, with the
opening of the economy and making a level playing field for
the private sector, progressive reformist measures were

adopted without slowing down the growth in the past.
Pandemic and a few other factors, including policy
changes, have created ripple effects, but we can expect the
return of normalcy in the coming times.

Where does Indian Literature stand
regarding censorship in retrospect of past
controversies? Why are the works of literary bearers
opposed to being published, as everyone has the right
to present their views and opinions?

Well, there are exceptions. Publishers and writers
have to make a fine balance while working together. In an
era when social media spreads unfiltered preoccupied
views too fast, it would be too simplistic to attribute the
adverse credit to the system. Technology and organized
communication plans are other factors that set the
narratives and finally influence the outcomes.

In this book, you have catered to numerous
aspects that help in India's trajectory. Which part
requires more attention according to recent
developments and why?

This should be left for the readers to decide. They are
the best judges of printed words.

What is the meaning of Modern India to you?
Do you believe that we will ever attain the concept of an
equal society?

India is a modern nation with promising democratic
attributes. Barring exceptions, we have come a long way in
making an equal society, and people are now more
sensitive toward rights and creating an inclusive
ecosystem. We should think and work to make a better
world, and India's stake in it will undoubtedly be very high.

Do you believe that the Modi government
can transform India into the nation you envision, or do
their actions only serve to advance their own personal
interests? Please share your thoughts.

This is a transitory matter, and one can't be sure
about the future possibilities. However, it is always wishful
that the government keeps the welfare of the masses as
the top priority. We must be hopeful.




Working as an employee at IBM and then
resigning from it to start your career as a writer. What
was the primary motivation behind opting for this
decision?

My decision to quit corporate life was long overdue.
| had previously quit Tata Communications, and gone soul
searching but had not come back with writing as the next
step. | had only been out of work five months when IBM
came calling, and | rushed back in. | think there should
come a time in people’s lives when money is no longer the
primary motivator, and one should look for ways to learn,
challenge oneself, look on the inside and find the closed
boxes that need to open up and aired. Itis not an easy thing
to do, and most people are either unwilling, unable, or
uninterested in doing it. | found the will as well as the
logistical support and went ahead.

Are you interested in writing in any other
genres besides fiction?

| like telling stories, spinning something out of
nothing, and | sometimes write short pieces on my views on
life. The book Ladies Tailor is about Gurdeyv, a survivor who
joined a group of refugees from East Pakistan after the
Partition.

Why did you decide to write a novel with this
particular plot?

| was interested in the Partition because my
grandparents were affected by it. | was keen to learn more
about the time, the experiences, the choices, the tragedy,
and the rebuilding. | was particularly interested in
rebuilding. It takes a particular kind of person to start
something entirely new and unfamiliar. Most people
restarted the businesses they had already been running on
the other side.

Since your story has elements like marriage,
friendship, and love, can we call itaromantic novel?

Ladies' Tailor has those elements, but | wouldn't say
itis aromantic novel because it has so much more. There is
adventure and intrigue, a little suspense, a little brotherly
love, and a smattering of romance.

Would you please briefly describe your
book's protagonist, Gurdev? Has a real-life person
influenced the character?

Author of “Ladies Tailor”

Priya Hajela is a fiction writer who lives in Pune with her husband and

two dogs. Writing is a second career for her. She graduated with an

MFA in Creative Writing from Goddard College in Vermont in 2017.

Before writing, Priya got an MBA from Vanderbilt University in 1992 and

worked in various Telecom and IT organizations in Senior Marketing and

Business Development roles for 22 years. One of Priya's short stories, An

Affair, was published in Indian Ruminations. A second short story, The

Tattoo Artist, was published in Live Encounters. A third short story,
Daughters' Revenge, recently appeared in Kitaab.

Gurdev is a tall, handsome Sardar who is mostly a
good guy but believes he knows everything. He is
dismissive of his wife and even his business partners at
first. He learns life's lessons the hard way, first from his wife
and later from Noor. His acknowledgment of Jagat as a
level-headed young man is part of Gurdev's
transformation. A single real-life person has not influenced
the character. Gurdev is a combination of several people
I've known over the years. My grandfather was strong and
silent. He loved food just like Gurdev, but he was not an
adventurer or a seeker. | created Gurdev the way | did
because many men of that generation have this feeling of
invincibility, and | wanted to address that.

An incident in your book refers to the
Partition done by the Britishers on June 3rd, 1947.
Could you please tell us more about it since you have
researchedit?

June 3rd, 1947, is the day Mountbatten announced
the Partition of the two countries. The actual lines were
finalized on August 17th, 1947, but communal violence,
seeded in the Eastern part of the country, slowly moved
Westinthe interim.

Could you please tell us more about your
writing experience so far? Do you have any advice you
would like to provide other aspiring writers or us?

My writing journey has been long and arduous, and |
did not want to take any shortcuts and don't recommend
writers to look for them. | just read an article about writer
Colleen Hoover and her literary success, leveraging
‘angsty love scenes, catchy premises, extensive sex
scenes, and outrageous plot twists.' So, it all depends on
what you want to write, how adventurous you want to be to
promote your writing, and how quickly you can write your
next book and keep your fans satisfied.




Author of “The BE Book”

Mynoo Maryel is a visionary, author, artist, and spiritual
friend who was a highflying Corporate Executive and
pragmatic Serial Entrepreneur. At the pinnacle of an
impressive career, Mynoo stepped away from her hamster-
on-a-wheel life and leaped out into the great unknown. She
landed, on both feet, in pure magic, where expecting and
accepting miracles are the norm. The BE Book is her
extraordinary story.

In what way can your book be helpful to the
young generation currently starting their journey as
adults?

It is easy to get caught up in winning the DO
RACE, and very soon, we lose the perspective of why we
are engaged in doing so much. It feels like every time we
reach a goal; there is a new one to aspire to. The DOING
DOING DOING begins again, and again and again. The BE
Book shows you a way of enjoying the journey while
harnessing every opportunity and keeping yourself
rejuvenated by mastering the BEING DOING Dance, like a
Tango that equips you to live your passion NOW.

How can one embrace self-love and
kindness towards themselves even when the world
doesn’t always give this to others?

We can wait for the world to give us what we desire
to be our experience of living this life, or we can seize the
day and choose our own needs. In my philosophy, you are
your world; you can share generously with others only what
you can give and receive for yourself. If you wait for others
to give it to you, you enter the upsetting realm of blame and
victimhood.Know that you are the one you have been
waiting for, BE Love, and you will be loved, BE Kind, and
you will experience kindness, BE Free and you will feel
free. Remember, it is BE, and you HAVE. That is the
meaning of BEHAVE. It is BE the CAUSE you care about;
thatis the meaning of BECAUSE.

You’ve mentioned how religion and
spirituality have helped you in various ways. How do
you think they can improve people’s lives and well-
being?

Spirituality is the connection to your spiritedness
and activates your expression of your truth. So whatever
gives you the courage to step into owning the fullness of
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you and placing you in a state of loving all aspects and
facets of you, the good, the bad, the ugly, and the beautiful,
and doing so with compassion and kindness, will serve you
by honoring your own worthiness. | am a propagator of this
reconnection to our own spiritedness. If religion gives you
access to that, then work with that; if a walk in nature does
that, then use that as your opening to reconnect to your
spiritedness, and that way, you also honor that in others.
And you all will experience Joy, Ease, Grace Omnipresent.

There's a topic on the "Miracle of Divorce" in
your book. How can Indian women find this liberating
and empowering rather than a stigma or a taboo topic?

| was one such Indian woman in my marriage,
where | experienced domestic violence from the first year of
marriage. | thought with love | would be able to turn around
the trauma that this experience would inflict on me every
time it occurred. Divorce was taboo due to the stigma it
would leave on my family. | was in London and going
through this escalating violence at home, and my family
would be left to endure this stigma. So | allowed my self-
esteem, self-worth, and connection to myself to be
destroyed month after month, year after year, simply
hoping that he would change. And the relationship would
return to the time we first fell in love. It got worse, then
worse, and then life-threatening, and because | felt this
threat now affected not just me but my son too, | finally took
the step and got a divorce. It was a HUGE choice that
boosted my self-worth, | regained my confidence, and the
powerful bright, vibrant young girl returned. It transformed
the upbringing | was able to offer my child, and | started
owning and recognizing my gifts rather than being afraid to
share them.There is a point in any relationship when you
know enough is enough, and it's time to complete the
relationship powerfully and reclaim your power over your
joy and happiness. That is why | call it the Miracle of
Divorce. | continued for 9 years longer than | should have,
and it continues to be one of the most thrilling, challenging,
and uplifting experiences that brought joy to everyone in my
family.

With testimonials contributed by people for
the book, can this be said that people desire well-being
and self-improvement in their lives more than
materialistic gains?

There is a growing realization that ONLY focusing
on material gains offers instant gratification. To experience
ongoing fulfillment, there is something beyond material
gains. There is a growing quest for a deeper connection to
the meaning and purpose that people are seeking. |
experienced a magical shift from being on a hamster wheel.
Whenever | thought | had reached my goal, it was only
another rung on a hamster wheel. There was no time or
space to stop and enjoy. | HAD to keep moving because |
was on awheel thinking I was making progress, but actually
only staying in one place, getting exhausted, disconnected,
and feeling powerless, unable to find any time to enjoy what
| was creating.Choosing the BE Lifestyle opened the
doorway to self-liberation and enabled me to enjoy the
journey, giving me access to greater vitality to accomplish
my life’s mission. It does the same for others. Hence, |
suggest creating a BE List of words that define what you are
going to BE today and allow the doing to flow.

Why do people often listen to their minds




Heart-Brain, and the Gut-Brain. Each of these is connected
to different organs and systems of our body and impacts
their wellbeing. The Mind is all about survival and is
impacted by the experiences of the past and anticipations
of the future. The Heart, on the other hand, focuses on the
NOW. And the Gut is the instinct informed by our inner
wisdom.When you focus on your Heart, your choices will be
a pure representation of the facts you have access to. The
facts in the matters will inform your decisions. Mind-based
decisions are colored by your past experiences and the
perceptions you may hold about your future. Remember,
neither the past nor the future is real; the only reality is what
you are at the moment. So your Heart-based decisions are
the factual ones with the capacity to move you forward
without any baggage of the past or future.

People experience many things in life but
don't always learn from them. What prevents them
from "absorbing" them and applying the same?

Something happens and based on its effect on us,
we make it mean something. It's the meaning that
generates a myriad of feelings within us, giving rise to more
thoughts about what occurred, creating a perceived reality
of what occurred. So the factual occurrence is easily
forgotten to get drawn into the meaning realm, which keeps
multiplying. It becomes an experience loaded with
meaning-based emotions. We move from being in a state
of learning from what occurred to being consumed by
blaming and feeling sorry for ourselves or being in a state of
bravado for our win. To learn from what occurred, it is
important to acknowledge how we feel about what occurred
and stay focused on the facts in the situation. This way, you
do not get caught up in the emotional spinning triggered by
meaning. You can factually see what's yours to learn and
then use that learning to take one specific action within
twenty minutes of getting the learning. This supports you to
multiply the benefits from the learnings from any situation.

Although you’ve mentioned sharing our gifts
to the world for abundant growth, why do you think
people are reluctant to do so, and how can this be
avoided?

People are often unaware of their gifts and talents,
feel that it is not appropriate to show off, or fear that they
may lose them if they share them.The first step is to identify
your gifts distinct from what you have seen in others. Once
you have identified them, acknowledge how these gifts
have served and supported you. Look at specific situations
or relationships that were positively impacted by you
utilizing your gifts. Now consider a goal or a challenge you
have in front of you. Envision what will be possible if you
approach this goal or challenge by utilizing and sharing
your gifts. What difference will it make to you and others
regarding the outcomes? Then begin by taking your first
baby steps, choose what is your logical next step to share
your gift, and get started.l begin my morning by expressing
gratitude and appreciating my gifts and talents and end the
day by acknowledging what became possible due to
sharing them. This way, | keep my connection going and
sharpen my gifts by sharing them daily and in every way
with humility and generosity with the precise intention of
making a positive difference.
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S P OT L I G H T “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav :

SESSION

75 Years of Book Publishing in India”

In August, Frontlist organised the Spotlight Session underlining the theme 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav: 75 Years of Book

Publishingin India'.

The session emphasized the evolution of Indian Book Publishing from the time of independence to the present and its
transitions over the next 25 years. It also discussed the recently published book "75 Years of Book Publishing in India" by

the Federation of Indian Publishers.

List of eminent panelists that were a part of the session:

Dr K Sreenivasarao
Secretary, Sahitya Akademi,
Ministry of Culture,
Government of India

Mr Amish Tripathi
Author, Minister (Culture),
Indian High Commission, UK,
and Director, Nehru Centre, London

Mr Asoke K Ghosh

President Emeritus,
Federation of Indian Publishers

Mr Pranav Gupta

Co-founder of Frontlist Media (Moderator)

Conversation:

Pranav: Where does Indian Book Publishing stand
today perits history?

Asoke: | believe we're standing on a good pedestal after 75
years. This year, according to our calculation and the
Nielsen Report, we have published ~146,000 books in all
Indian languages, including English. We have already
published a market turnover of 74,600 crores, about $9.5
billion, and we shall cross 1,00,000 crores shortly. We have
come a long way from 50 years, 60 years, and now 75

50, Frontlist Magazine - September Edition

years. | would say a large number of about 20,000
publishers are actively publishing Indian books. We are
also marketing and selling our books all over the globe as
well. India is the world's second-largest English language
book producer after the USA.

Pranav: FIP has recently published "75 Years of Book
Publishing in India”. What contribution will this book
make to the advancement of the Indian publishing
industry?



Amish: We need to discuss various issues as an industry;
this is a high time to change. The number of titles is shorter:
146,000 were published in English, and we are the second

largest in the UK now regarding the number of titles. India Delivering reading

has gone ahead of the UK as well. It's a tough time for

publishing in the West because COVID has also opportunities through
negatively impacted most of the publishers in India. GST

has hit businesses, especially in trade publishing, and quality- bOOkS Pan India

piracy has become an even more significant issue on
online platforms.

We need the industry to come together and solve these

issues. If all of us speak in unison, the government will Explore Variety
certainly listen to our complaints on how the GST

negatively impacts our industry, and the industry cannot Of bOOkS

build out the GST that should be resolved. Govt. can help

with piracy issues. The French government has greatly g
supported the publishing industry in fighting piracy. If we all at your ﬁ'ngertlps

can work together, we will surely find solutions.
Pranav: If we resonate with Indian Book Publishing

with 75 years of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, how much

have authors & publishers become liberated to share BU BOOkS
their thoughts more freely with the masses compared iy India.con
to the pastyears? ™ .

Dr Rao: We should have some publication and pricing

policy in any country. These are the basic things which we ™ =L ™
need right now. Ashoke sir has said that ~1.46 lakhs books
have been published this year, and it's tentative because
we don't have control over publication in the country.

As per the Parliament Act, every publication must go to
particular places not being sent by the publishers because
many publications won't be published in the country
without an ISBN. There is no accountability right now.
Therefore, we need some publication policy and pricing
policy. These two things are required to make it more
visible in the global market. Even how many books we
publish, Ashoke sir has told 1.46 lakhs. Where is that list
right now? We don't have a list of 1.46 lakh books. So, if
there is a policy, and the government is strict about it, there
will be some uniformity. As far as publication is concerned
as the pricing comes, piracy is the majorissue. Sometimes
| could see that many books come to me as a
complimentary for our library. When | go to selection for the
Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation book selection, |
see a book with 100 Pages priced under Rs 450 and a
book with 85 pages priced under Rs 600 sometimes. |
don't know how it is priced, and these things must be
discussed with the government. Yes, | agree it has been in
discussion for many years, but nothing has worked out so
far.

watch the full
t session :
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